
A project by  
volunteers from  
the Great Laxey 

Mine Railway
Volunteers from the Great Laxey 

Mine Railway have launched  
an appeal to raise funds towards  

the restoration of the former  
Manx Electric Railway  
Goods Shed at Laxey

THE VOLUNTEERS 
The group of volunteers includes both ladies 

and gentlemen, the young and not so young. 

We are extremely proud that two of our 

young volunteers have secured engineering 

apprenticeships on the Manx Electric Railway 

and Isle of Man Steam Railway, while others 

have gained full time employment in other 

departments of the railway.  

ABOUT US 
The Great Laxey Mine Railway is part of the 

Laxey and Lonan Heritage Trust, a registered 

charity, formed in 1987 to promote the history 

of Laxey Village and Lonan Parish. In addition 

to operating the restored Mine Railway, the 

Trust owns and maintains the waterwheel 

on the Laxey Valley Gardens and the superb 

statue of the Laxey Miner on Mines Road. 

The Trust also operates the Laxey Gift shop 

and Information Centre on Mines Road and 

hosts guided walks, illustrated talks and 

other social events.  

 
 

Funds have already been raised to 
replace the main windows of the Goods 
Shed and we are seeking donations 
and sponsorship to carry out further 
repairs which will include two new 
doors, fascia boards, gutters and 
downspouts, new internal wiring and 
a complete repaint of the exterior. We 
need to raise £20,000 to cover the 
cost of the work.  

If you can help us, please send donations 
by cheque to our registered office at:  
The Great Laxey Mine Railway,  
The Gift Shop and Information Centre, 
Mines Road, Laxey, IM4 7NH 

Or by direct bank transfer to  
Isle of Man Bank Eastern Region,  
Sort Code: 55 91 00 
A/C No: 57148198 

 

 

For further details please email us at 

laxeygoodsshed@gmail.com  

We will acknowledge all donations in our 
regular newsletter, on our Facebook page 
and on a permanent plaque mounted on the 
shed once restoration is completed, unless 
you wish to remain anonymous. Please do 
consider supporting us. Your help is very 
much appreciated.  
 
The Laxey and Lonan Heritage Trust is a 
registered Manx Charity, no.367A. 
Directors: A Scarffe, E Quaggin, J Ball,  
R Henthorn, T Kenyon, N Dobson. 
President: Mrs Daphne Caine MHK.  
Registered office: The Gift Shop and 
Information Centre, Mines Road, Laxey, 
IM4 7NH. 

The Great Laxey Mine Railway.  
Directors: A Campbell, I Smith, C Quaggin.  

 

Inside the Goods Shed two of the volunteers are 
currently restoring another historic mail van, No 11, 
built in 1899

HOW YOU CAN HELP US
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The skilled volunteers have fully restored two 
open wagons built in 1898, including No 8, above

In conjunction with the MER’s engineers, 
volunteers carried out a three-year restoration 
of hand-braked Car 14, which had been unused 
for nearly 40 years, restoring the tram from a 
semi-derelict state to as new condition.  

Car 14 won the ‘Tram of the Year Award’ in 
2018. The tram is now used on the railway’s 
‘Ultimate Driving Experience’ where members 
of the public can enjoy a day on the railway 
learning to drive the 125-year-old tram. 

Trailer 54, also built in 1893 and one of the oldest trailers on the railway, had been unused for 50 
years and was restored to full working order. The restoration won the prestigious ‘Tram of the 
Year’   award in 2019

Trailer 19, above, dating to 1894 and out of use 
since 1973, is currently being fully restored to 
its original condition

Mail Van 16, built in 1908, had not been used 
for over thirty years and was fully restored by 
the volunteers

THE GOODS SHED 
The building is used as a base and workshop for the dedicated 
volunteers to carry out restoration work on the Victorian and Edwardian 
rolling stock of the Manx Electric Railway. However, the former goods 
shed itself is also of great historic importance. Built in 1903 when the 
railway carried a huge amount of goods and freight into the village, it is 
now the last surviving building of its kind in original condition on the 
MER.  Although, overall, it is in good condition, some remedial work 
needs to be carried out to enable the volunteer group to continue its 
important work. 

THE WORK OF THE TRUST 
Projects undertaken by the volunteers

Trailer 51, built in 1893 for the opening of the 
railway, was completely repainted by the 
volunteers
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